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How to Identify Hydrilla
A submersed, invasive perennial 
usually rooted in the bed of the 
water body and with heavily 
branching erect stems.  Leaves 
in whorls of three to ten (five 
being most
common) join
along the stem.
Plants produce
peanut-sized tubers
attached to
underground stems.
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Leaves are small, pointed, 
bright green, and about 5/8 
inches long.  Leaf margins 
usually have toothed edges.

Small, inconspicuous white 
flowers may be present.
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Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) is a non-native aquatic 
plant invading Northeast region water bodies.  Hydrilla is a 
densely growing plant that may grow in water depths of up 
to 25 feet.  This plant can choke out native plants, impede 
water flow, affect water quality, and prevent recreational 
activities such as boating, swimming and fishing.  Hydrilla is 
a federally listed noxious weed.
One of the world’s worst invasive aquatic plants.
Hydrilla tolerates many types of habitats, spreads aggressively 
and resists control once a population is established.   Hydrilla 
is found in CT, MA, ME and NY.  It is critical to prevent 
new hydrilla introductions into other northeastern 
water bodies.  Your help in detecting and reporting new 
infestations is vital to preventing the spread of hydrilla.

What You Can Do
INSPECT and REMOVE aquatic plants from boat, motor and trailer, 
and other recreational equipment like fishing gear.
DRAIN water from livewell and bilge before leaving boat access.
REPORT new or suspicious sightings.  Use identification tips inside 
this card; note date and exact location; if possible, take a close-up 
photo of the plant and call: 1-877-STOP-ANS (1-877-786-7267)
KNOW THE RULES.  Specimens are needed to confirm sightings but 
some jurisdictions prohibit possession of invasive aquatic plants and 
animals.  Contact your local natural resource management agency for 
instructions.  Unauthorized introduction of plants, crayfish or fish into 
the wild is illegal.  Protect our property values, lakes and rivers.
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